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their math and science skills, and enhance
their knowledge through seminars and work-
shops.

| congratulate these incredible students—
Jared Shulkin, Christopher Hermens, Jacob
Carbone, Saaketh Vedantam, and Jared
Lassner—on their success, and | thank their
coaches and teachers for their dedication to
molding young minds and shaping America’s
future thinkers and creators.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BADGE OF BRAV-
ERY PRESENTED TO COBB COUN-
TY HERO

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, it's not
every day that we get to recognize a true
hometown hero. Last month, | was given the
great honor of presenting the Congressional
Badge of Bravery to a very deserving hero.

Officer Tony Luong, of the DeKalb County
Police Department, and a resident of the 11th
Congressional District, puts on his uniform
each day, knowing the dangers he may face.
However, his commitment to serving his fellow
man is greater than the risk.

In December, 2014, during a home invasion
with two heavily armed suspects, Officer
Luong arrived on the scene, ready to do what-
ever it took to keep his community safe. The
two suspects ignored police orders and began
shooting at the law officers. The policemen
took cover and returned fire. As Officer Luong
attempted to detain one of the suspects, he
sustained a near fatal bullet wound to the leg,
just prior to the officers apprehending the sus-
pect and taking him into custody. While Officer
Luong was undergoing life-saving measures in
the hospital, the second suspect was captured
after a four-hour manhunt with the assistance
of surrounding police jurisdictions.

During this incident, Officer Luong showed
uncommon courage in the face of imminent
danger, protecting DeKalb County residents
against a violent home invasion. Even though
Officer Luong was shot in the line of duty, his
commitment to protecting innocent lives is un-
wavering. Today, Officer Luong continues to
serve on the DeKalb County Police force, and
I’'m proud to know such a brave officer, who
even in the midst of danger, does not cower
in fear, but courageously takes action to serve
and protect his fellow citizens.

CONGRATULATING ETHAN LYNN
SWEARENGIN ON RECEIVING THE
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA’S
EAGLE SCOUT RANK

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Ethan Lynn Swearengin, of Spring-
field, Missouri, on his recent achievement of
the Boy Scouts of America’s (BSA) top rank of
Eagle Scout.

The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest rank
attainable in the Boy Scouts of America. It is
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the culmination of many years of hard work
and dedication, requiring countless hours of
service, training and learning. An extremely
exclusive honor, less than two percent of the
112 million scouts since the BSA’s founding in
1910 have achieved the Eagle Scout distinc-
tion.

Ethan’s promotion to Eagle Scout is even
more significant given that his brothers, Austin
and Logan, also achieved the Eagle Scout
rank. To have one Eagle Scout in a family is
remarkable, but to have three is beyond ex-
emplary. Ethan and his brothers’ achieve-
ments are a testament to their family’s rev-
erence for focus and commitment.

Mr. Speaker, by attaining the rank of Eagle
Scout, Ethan has set himself on the path to
achieve future success, and I'm proud to
count him among my constituents. His dedica-
tion in completing the required benchmarks
and community service requirements to reach
the Eagle Scout rank is indicative of his ability
to accomplish whatever goals he sets his mind
to. | wish Ethan luck with all his future endeav-
ors, and urge my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him on this momentous achieve-
ment.

IN HONOR OF PAUL MORIN
HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize the achievements of some of the
10th Congressional District’s bravest constitu-
ents. The Loudoun County Sheriffs Office held
their 2015 Awards and Recognition Ceremony
on Friday, February 19th to recognize the
daily services and sacrifices provided by our
local law enforcement. Selected from Amer-
ica’s finest, and nominated by their peers, the
following award serves as a testament to the
officer's unwavering courage and dedication to
protecting our community. The following indi-
vidual deserves the thanks of not only the
communities in which he serves, but also that
of his elected officials.

The Distinguished Training Officer Award
recognizes Deputy First Class Paul Morin who
consistently demonstrated superior perform-
ance in training others within his respective di-
vision. His work ensures that the community
will continue to be protected by some of the
most highly trained officers in the nation.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | ask my colleagues
to join me in thanking this member of the
Loudoun County Sheriff's Department for pro-
tecting and serving our community day-in and
day-out.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
votes on Tuesday, April 26, 2016. Had | been

present, | would have voted “nay” on roll call
votes 164 and 165.

April 27, 2016

TRIBUTE TO HELEN AND JOHN
REGAN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate John and
Helen Regan of Braddyville, lowa, on the very
special occasion of their 65th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on April 7, 1951.

John and Helen’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their children, John, Claudia,
and Cathy truly embodies lowa values. It is
lowans like the Regan’s that make me proud
to represent our great state.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 65th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

———

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
THE LOUDOUN VALLEY HIGH
SCHOOL STEM CLUB

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge a group of my constituents who
have proudly represented Loudoun Valley
High School—located in Purcellville, Virginia—
in Samsung’s Solve For Tomorrow STEM
Education competition. The team was led by
José Rodriguez and Erin Wissler, and won the
competition after being named one of the final
five national finalists. Members of the team in-
clude Gwen Eging, Morgan Freiberg, Summer
Harvey, Riley Herr, Carter Hunt, Jackson Ken-
nedy, Sean Lohr, Blake Messegee, Malcolm
Miller, Ethan Rodriguez, Riley Schnee,
Graeson Smith.

Samsung’s Solve For Tomorrow competition
is designed to give schools across the country
the opportunity to raise students’ interest in
science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) subjects by awarding their schools
with new technology products. It also encour-
ages some of America’s brightest high school
students to create their own applications and
further their interest in advancing modern
technology. | know that the experience of de-
veloping new technologies, and engaging in
friendly competition with their fellow students,
serves as a valuable learning tool.

The winning technology developed by the
Loudoun Valley High School team was a solar
powered safety alert system that allows stu-
dents and their families to contact the police if
they are in danger on the Washington & Old
Dominion Railroad Regional Park, which is a
45 mile paved trail that runs between
Shirlington and Purcellville, Virginia. These
students value our community’s safety and
wanted to create a more secure route for
those who enjoy this park.

In today’s world, it cannot be stressed
enough how important science, technology,
engineering, and math are for the future of our
nation. It is young STEM leaders, like these
constituents, who will continue to help the
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